Reach the Peak

This summer the ﬁve-year project to restore and rehabilitate the 2.5-mile Lassen

Peak Trail is in its second year of work on the trail. The project will maintain the
character of the trail while taking steps to improve the visitor experience and accommodate its increasing popularity. The park’s trail crew and the California Conservation
Corps are doing the backbreaking work of constructing 20 switchbacks, 40 rock
staircases, one climbing turn and 900 linear feet of retaining walls at Lassen Volcanic
National Park this summer.
The Lassen Park Foundation was successful in being awarded a $199,479 grant from
the Federal Highway Administration’s Scenic Byway program that has helped the
Foundation to be nearly halfway to their goal of raising $500,000 for the project.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the project! We know that we’ll be
proud to have had a part in helping to rehabilitate one of the most popular trails in
the national park system.

“Climbing to the top of an active
volcano is an exciting adventure that you can only do at a few locations on Earth,” says Park Superintendent
Darlene Koontz, “Lassen Volcanic National Park is one of them.” The project will widen the trail, reconstruct
retaining walls, install drainage structures, create turnouts and restore areas previously damaged by visitor
foot traﬃc.
“Of all the many projects we’ve undertaken, restoring the Lassen Peak Trail has perhaps the greatest direct
beneﬁt to park visitors, in that so many of the visitors have hiked the trail,” says Jane Ziad, executive director
of the Lassen Park Foundation. “Because it is so popular, it truly needed this attention. Over the years,
hikers wore down the trail, lessening the experience. This restoration will provide a number of improvements, including rest stations, viewpoints and a better experience once on top of the volcano.” At 10,475
feet in elevation, Lassen Peak is the world’s largest plug dome volcano.
While being rehabilitated this summer, the Lassen Peak Trail will be closed. Access to the summit is only
available August 13 – 14 and September 1 – 5.

New Leadership for the
Foundation

A Record Year

Lassen Park Foundation’s 2010 strategic planning process
identiﬁed a true “passion for Lassen”, and energized the Foundation
to take a leap forward to planning for a full-time executive director
and a search is taking place now. The Board of Directors sees a great
deal of possibilities for the Foundation and is committed to investing in more staﬀ time in order to progress more quickly. Our vision
for the youth program will necessitate more intensive fundraising
and visibility. Over the last 27 years the Foundation has raised over
$1.3 million and funded many wonderful projects for Lassen
Volcanic National Park. The Foundation serves as the philanthropic
vehicle for fundraising for projects that cannot be funded by government dollars alone. In addition, the Foundation raises awareness for
stewardship for our national parks, with the understanding that we
must all help look after these national treasures.

Lassen this year was made more
diﬃcult than usual by late
snowfall. Overall the park had just
over 20 feet of snow last winter.
100 days passed between the
beginning of the road clearing on
April 5th, and the road opening on
July 16th.

The

Art and Wine Festival
on September 24th

For the second year, the Art and Wine

of Lassen event will be held at the
Kohm Yah-mah-nee Visitor Center. On September 24th, from 11 am –
5 pm, ﬁve wineries and a microbrewery will be featured, artists will
show their work, a special lunch will be oﬀered, and Lassen authors
will be present for book signing. There will be a Native American
exhibit and demonstration too. Music will complete this special
event. Don’t miss this very popular event as the season winds down
at Lassen.

The process of clearing the road at

